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Gates Foundation Awards $6.9M for Library Broadband.

as published by NewsFactor

The evolution of libraries from public houses for books to public houses for information took another step forward Thursday as the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation announced a $6.9 million award for a pilot initiative to improve public access to broadband Internet.

The award was made to Connected Nation, a nonprofit that promotes broadband Internet, and to the American Library Association's
Office for Information Technology Policy (OITP) to improve connectivity speeds for public libraries in Arkansas, California, Kansas,
Massachusetts, New York, Texas and Virginia.
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Jill Nishi, deputy director of U.S. libraries for the foundation, said "public libraries across the country have played an integral role in
closing the digital divide," but local governments, communities and library supporters must do more.

About $6.1 million will go to Connected Nation to help the seven pilot states organize and to host a broadband summit of library
leaders, state and local officials, and others to help build support for broadband Internet in libraries.

About $851,000 will go to OITP for research and expertise to help state agencies create strategies to "ensure library broadband
connections are sustainable." As part of that effort, OITP will create and distribute case studies showing examples of how public
libraries have successfully maintained broadband connectivity.

Laura DiDio, an analyst with Information Technology Intelligence Corps, said broadband connections allow libraries to play vital roles
in their communities, even if other parts of their budgets are cut.

"Books aren't going away," she said, "but libraries with broadband become a portal to all that information on the Net" for
underprivileged adults and children.

Slow Access in a Third

A recent report from the American Library Association found that nearly three-quarters of public libraries are the only source of free,
public access to the Internet in their communities. But that access is slow in many libraries. Although there is a large demand for
technology services, about a third of all public libraries have slow Internet connections.

The Gates foundation initiative is intended to establish connections in all libraries in the pilot states with speeds of 1.5 Mbps or
faster. At this speed, access to multimedia content on the Web, including streaming audio and video, becomes feasible.

The foundation has indicated it will be continue to be in this field for some time. In addition to the initial round of nearly $7 million in
funding, it has invited the pilot states to submit proposals to "support the increased cost and implementation of faster Internet
connections."

So far, the foundation has awarded $325 million in grants and other support for computers in libraries and for training library staff. Its
programs have reached all U.S. states and territories.
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Learn more about Search Engine Optimization, the most effective form of online advertising.

Search Engine Marketing is the fastest growing advertising medium in the world, projected to become 10x more powerful and
influential than traditional media outlets such as: network television, cable television, local television, network radio, local radio,
satellite radio, national newspapers, local newspapers, magazines, billboards, direct mail, telemarketing and more.

Discover the most powerful and effective form of advertising, Search Engine Optimization.

An aside for consideration are the the distinct segments within the field of Search Engine Optimization. Clarification and separation
are required in terms of paid search marketing, sponsored search advertising, pay per click, email marketing (spam), and the
foundation of strategic internet marketing: Organic Search Engine Optimization (Organic SEQ) are also referred to as Natural
Search Engine Optimization (Natural SEO).

Key Organic Search Engine Optimization Facts:

. Keyword search is the 2nd most popular online activity, rapidly approaching the popularity of email retrieval.

. 90% of all new website visitors are delivered by a major search engine and/or directory.

. 98% of all keyword search activity results are powered by the big 4 search engines: Google, Yahoo, MSN and AOL.

. Keyword search results on Google, Yahoo, MSN and AOL are determined by search engine spiders and/or robot crawlers.

. Recent internet marketing studies confirm that keyword searchers prefer the organic results at a 6 to 1 ratio vs. pay-per-click
sponsored search advertising listings.

Is your corporate website being found early and often on the keywords and keyword phrases that best describe your products,
services and industry? Harness the power that our proven organic search engine optimization technologies provide...

Contact Peak Positions

Learn more about our client roster, one of the strongest in the SEO industry, and more importantly discover why our client-focused
Organic Search Engine Optimization company maintains the highest client retention rate in the SEO industry.

"Our year over year revenues are climbing rapidly in a timid economy.
If you are looking for an excellent SEO Company, contact Peak Positions”
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